1920              LETTERS   OF  GERTRUDE  BELL

All the big landowners on the Council will try to keep the
tribes out, I expect the tribes will vote through a committee
of their chief Sheikhs who will seleft one of themselves ....
As I write a mail at laSt with delightful long letters. As for
what you and Mother say about iny letters, I can't tell you
what it is to me to be able to write to you so fully and to know
that you're both interested. Of course it makes it infinitely
easier to write in such detail that you, Father, should have
been actually here and seen the people and conditions . . I
should not keep a record of all this time if it wasn't that I
wanted to send it to you, and very often I feel that in writing
to you I'm clearing my own mind. . , . It helps me enormously.

To H.B. ,                                             BAGDAD, December i8/A, 1920.

The Council is aware and Sir Percy has constantly impressed
upon them, the vital need of getting down to the formation
of a native army to relieve ours. Incidentally, Jafar Pasha
doesn't think that without conscription in some form they
can raise an army which won't be prohibitively expensive. If
they have to compete in the labour market they muSl reckon
on paying their men at least Rs 60 a month . . . However, that's
a question which could only be settled by an ele&ive assem-
bly. Meantime Jafar has a committee of experts from G.H.Q.
(at his request) and they're considering what Steps should be
taken. Roughly speaking, they think we might have a brigade
by the autumn of 1921^ and an Arab Division by the Autumn
of 1922, which means that by that date we can reduce our force
here to i Division,, keeping it up to 2 Divisions till then. ...
No Govt. in this country whether ours or an Arab admini-
stration, can carry on without force behind it. The Arab
Government has no force till its army is organised, therefore
it can't exift unless we lend it troops . . . The bedrock on which
this argument reSls is that no administration can exist without
force behind it. I think you have seen enough of the country
to know that it's corred. Mesopotamia is not a civilised State,
it is largely composed of wild tribes who do not wish to
shoulder the burden and expense of citizenship. In setting
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